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professional gentlemen whose services may be engaged in
this branch of architecture, in the hope that it will facilitate
their labours, and contribute to the general adoption of an
improved system of prison construction.

It is an act no less of pleasure than of gratitude, on the
part of the Committee, to record their obligations to His
Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Home Department, for
the liberty of access which he has kindly afforded them to
the collection of prison plans deposited in his office; a
privilege, to which the Committee have been indebted for
some useful materials in prepaﬁng this publication.

London, November 1, 1826.
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The superior advantages of the radiating form at this gaol consist.in the
remarkable airiness of the interior, and tﬁe facility of access afforded to
the officers into the various departments, from tl{e central building (a)
and the area (8) which encircles it; from both of which also the prisoners’
courts (c, ¢,) are under complete inspection. The four radiating buildings
(ds d,) are here divided by middle walls, from end to end; so that each
building will contain two distinct classes of prisoners; each class having its
airing-court adjoining. All the courts are inclosed both in front and rear
with open iron railing, which admits of a perfect view from the centre as far
as the boundary wall : this also essentially contributes to the salubrity of the
interior. The two side buildings (e, €) have been recently erected, to afford
greater scope for classification. This gaol was built to contain 84 prisoners ;
each prisoner having a separate sleeping-cell. It is now calculated for 140
prisoners. The building in the rear contains the mill and machinery for grind-
ing corn, &c. The quantity of ground inclosed within the boundary wall is
nearly 24 acres. The original cost of this prison was about 20,000..

Cambridge County Gaol, erected in 1807, is on a plan exactly similar to
that of Bury. The four wing-buildings are divided by middle walls, so as
to form eight distinct compartments, with the same number of intermediate
airing-courts; but the latter only are under inspection from the keeper’s
house in the centre. There are seventy-two separate sleeping-cells. This
prison occupies about an acre and a ha{f of ground.

The County Gaol at Worcester was erected in 1814. This prison com-
prises six distinct radiating buildings, with twelve intermediate airing-courts,
the latter being inspected from the central station, which is occupied by the
keeper’s apartments and the chapel, round which there is a wide road or
area of communication*. There is also a wide area between the courts
and the external boundary. The expense of erecting this gaol was 22,0001

The following examples of prisons on the polygonal and circular plan are
of still more recent erection; but in these no improvement has been effected
by which the interior of the buildings can be placed under complete in-
spection. -

plete inspection of the prisoners’ day-rooms could have been effected, if windows had been
plgch in the ends next the centre, opposite to a small window or loop-hole in the four
principal apartments of the keeper’s house. The method now adopted for viewing the in-
terior of the day-rooms, is from a small aperture in the door of each room which opens into
the central area, where an officer is usualfy stationed on the watch.

* This central area was formed of too great a width, and the prisoners were in consequence
enabled to see across into the opposite courts. A similar defect should be guarded against in
the arrangement of designs, either on the radiating or on the circular principle. The best
method. to remedy the evil in existing prisons, is to place a slight fence or screen of boards,
about six feet high, extending a few feet into the area, in the converging line of the division
walls, s0 as not to obstruct the view of the courts from the central building. Such
screens will be found serviceable also in preventing the exposure of the officers, when they
pass the courts, in going round the central area. It is highv;necessary that their movements
should not be observed by the prisoners; for, otherwise, it might be difficult to take any
class by surprise, in case of disturbance; as a prisoner being placed on the look-out, in the
court, could immediately announce the officer’s approach.

In new prisons this evil may be effectually guarded against, by having a sunk area or pas-
sage round the central building, with concealed approaches opposite to each department ; as
described in reference to the engraved designs, in another part of this publication.
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tarnkey or officer; from this station the respective airing-courts”(5,"5) di-
verge: at the extremity of the courts are placed the prisoners’ buildin]fs (&¢)
containing the day-rooms and cells; and in the rear of these are sma Kards
communicating with a range of work-rooms (d, d) behind, but which are
entirely out of view from the central station. The chapel (c) is detached,
and occupies the general centre of the plan. The governor’s house is also
a detached building, being situated at the front entrance of the prison, where
he cannot command inspection over the prisoners’ departments. This prison
contains about 400 sleeping-cells. The boundary wall incloses between four
and five acres of ground, on the site of which stand the court-houses, &c.

The New Bailey at Manchester, being part of the County House of Cor+
rection, has been erected on a plan similar to that of the last example. This
prison consists of one very large semicircular range of building, which isdi-
vided into nine compartments, with the airing-courts in front, radiating from a
central tower of observation. Another semicircular building in the rear con-
tains the prisoners’ work-rooms: these are completely out of inspection.

The following example is deserving of attention, as it exhibits a variation
of the preceding arrangements, from the adoption of which considerable
improvement has resulted, in this instance, by the facility afforded for in-
specting the interior.

The Female Prison at Lancaster Castle was re-constructed in 1821. It
adjoins the old building on each side, and is several stories in height*.

* This plan has been drawn to a scale of four times the size of the other diagrams, in
order to show the internal divisions, with the means of inspection.
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contain 176 prisoners in separate sleeping-eells ; ‘but‘ in the first instance
only three out of the four radiating wings were built. .

‘Part of the House of Correction at Beverley, for the East Riding of York-

shire, was erected in 1821. The four wing-buildings, which contain the

risoners’ departments, are on the radiating form, and the whole are under
inspection from the officers’ station in the centre of the prison.

At Wakefield, in the West Riding of the same county, a new House of
Correction was built about the same time; the outline of which is shown by
the following diagram. But although much ingenuity is here displayed in
the combination of different modes of arrangement, many of the objections
which have already been noticed may likewise be urged against the circular
form of the cell-buildings adopted in this plan.

In this prison, the cell-buildings (2, a, a) are arranged on the plan of an
irregular polygon, within which are formed eight airing-courts, (b, 4, 5) and
these are divided from each other alternately by walls and four radiating build-
ings (c, ¢) which contain the prisoners’ work-rooms: these have windows at
the ends, and are thereby viewed from the central residence of the governor
(d). The work-rooms are low buildings of one story only; and hence
‘do not materially impede the ventilation of the interior inclosures. The
court (e) is the general entrance to the prison: the passage (f) leads to
the old part, (not shown in the plan,) which is chiefly occupied by the female
prisoners. From the projecting staircases (g, g) the turnkeys are enabled to
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on account of the buildings being in a great measure secluded from public
observation by the surrounding inclosure. Absence of embellishment is in-
perfect unison with the nature of the establishment. The elevation should
therefore be plain, bold, and characteristic, but divested of expensive and
unnecessary decorations *.

BEFORE the particular details connected with the arrangement and con-
struction of tﬂe buildings are entered into, it will be proper to offer some
remarks on the nature of the siITUATION to be selected for a new prison ;
the choice of an eligible site being an object of the first importance.

The situation must be healthy, open, and calculated to secure a free cir-
culation of good air. The nature of the buildings requires this, as there
~ must be a considerable sub-division of the internal parts, to provide for an

extensive classification of the prisoners, and for their confinementin separate
night-cells. The situation must also be dry, and free from the injurious ef-
fects of a damp surface: this is requisite on account of the limited space in
which prisoners are confined for a considerable time; their restri habits
and occupations; and the peculiar construction of the buildings,—comprisi
many solid walls, composed of materials liable to absorb moisture; w':E
stone floors, staircases, &c. which require frequent washing to preserve
cleanliness.

An elevated situation should be chosen, in order that a perfect system of
ventilation may be effected, and that the prisoners may be exempted from
the noxious effects of fogs, which are prevalent on low flat surfaces, or in the
vicinity of rivers. The buildings will thereby be secure from inundation,
and the consequent injury of the foundations or drainage. . The site should
be elevated, so that no part of the interior may be exposed to view from the
adjacent grounds: the buildings must also be entirely secluded from external
observation, in order that the gaol may be rendered secure against attempts
to assist the prisoners in their escape.

A detached situation should in all cases be chosen, to prevent any secret
means of communication from without. It is highly objectionable for a
prison to be surrounded with buildings, or indeed to have any, contiguous to
its boundaries. It ought never to be placed in the midst of a city or town -

* Howard remarked that “the new gaols, having pompous fronts, appear like palaces to
the lower class %t;people; and many persons are against them on this account.”

It has indeed been the aim of some architects to rank the prisons among the most splendid
buildings in the city or town where they have been erected, by a lavish and improvident ex-
penditure of the public money in external decoration, and frequently at the sacrifice of in-
ternal convenience. Some prisons, injudiciously constructed, present a large extent of ele--
vation next the public road or street: an opportunity was then afforded for the architect
to display his talent, in the style and embellishment of the exterior. '

4 In some small local districts this may not be altogether practicable, on account of re-
taining original sites; but, in such cases, when the prison is rebuilt it should be completely
isolated,—by having a wide space or passage-way formed round the exterior of its boundaries,
so as to detach it from every part of the adjoining premises.
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be formed, for the confinement of new prisoners, who are not in a proper con-
dition to be admitted into the wards or classes.

CENTRAL StATION, GOVERNOR’s RESIDENCE, &c.—From the general en-
trance an inclosed passage should lead directly to the house intended for tl’le
residence of the governor and his officers. This building is to be placed in
the central position, or in such a situation as will emable the officers to have
complete ‘inspection over the various departments of the prison, which are
therefore to be arranged round the central station: the buildings and courts
to be occupied by the prisoners must radiate from the centre towards the
external boundaries; by these means the officers will also have an imme-
diate access to each part of the interior. The governor’s house is to be
encircled by a wide area*, or road of communication, on the opposite side
of which are to be placed the buildings and courts of the different classes of
offenders.

The principal story of the central building is to contain apartments for the
governor and his officers. This floor should be elevated a few feet above the
surface, in order that the officers may look down upon the prisoners, in their
rooms and courts, without being observed ;—by means of blinds or screens to
the windows+. A large committee-room will be requisite on this floor.

The basement story of the central building should be appropriated to the
prison-kitchen, store-rooms for provisions, &c. A sunk passage or area, four
feet wide, ought to be formed round the basement, and inclosed with a pa-
rapet-wall : sts:les are to be made from the area into the central road of com-
munication. This sunk passage will afford convenient means for conveying
prisoners to and from any particular class, without their being observed by
the other prisoners. It will also serve for distributing the provisions, &c. from
the kitchen offices to the various departments.

A second or middle story may be made over the principal floor of the cen-
tral building, to contain sleeping-rooms for the various officers who may be
requisite in the superintendence of a large prison.

CuarFL.—The upper story of the central building is to be appropriated
for the chapel, to which the minister, governor, officers, or visitors, may have
access by a staircase in the centre. %‘he prisoners’ entrances to the chapel
will be from the upper stories of the radiating buildings, by iron gal-
leries placed across the central area; each class of prisoners to have a sepa-
rate entrance.

The interior of the chapel must be divided into compartments for the
several classes ; the partitions to be made of a sufficient height to prevent
communication : the divisions should be placed in a radiating direction
(from the pulpit as a centre), in order that the prisoners may be under
the immediate view of the minister, and also of the governor and his officers,
whose seats are to be elevated and placed near the pulpit.

* In prisons of moderate capacity the width of the central area should be about twenty
feet; but in small prisons, where fewer radiating divisicns are required, the width .may be
-reduced in proportion: in some cases the wing-buildings may adjoin the centre, as shown in
the engraved design for a gaol, &c. to contain fifty prisoners. (Vide page 48.) The general
rule to be observed in these cases is, that the side walls of the wing-buildings must not
approach too near to each other, as otherwise the prisoners might be able to converse or
communicate together from the windows of opposite buildings.

4 An inspection-gallery, on the principle of a balcony, may be constructed round the cen-
tral building at the level of the first floor; this gallery should be furnished with blinds or
screens, to prevent the officer from being seen by the prisoners, when he passes round the
“exterior to view the courts, &c, _
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may be most convenient for arranging the mill-machinery, so as to com-
municate with the departments of the particular classes who are to be sub-
jected to the tread-wheel discipline. The e(i»osition of the mill-house and
machinery is shown in the following engraved designs*.

* For further information on the subject of the Tread-wheel discipline, the reader is re.
ferred to a Tract published by the Committee of the Prison Discipline Society, intituled « A
Description of the Tread-Mill for the employment of Prisoners, with Observations on its
Management, and plates of the Machinery, &c.”



Description of the Design for a Gaol, or House of Correction®,

a.
b.

C.

e.
S
g
k.
i
k.

to contain Two Hundred Prisoners.

Grounp Pran.

Entrance gateway, and arched lobby.
Gatekeeper’s room.
Office, for examining prisoners in, at their admission.

Reception-room for male prisoners; to be fitted up with bath, and copper,
and oven for fumigating the prisoners’ clothes, &c.

Reception-room for female prisoners; to be fitted up with bath, and cop-
per, and troughs for washing linen, &c.

Staircases, leading to reception night-cells over the entrance buildings.

Paved court, with inclosed passage leading to the central building and
other departments of the prison.

Clerk’s office. -
Room for watchman, or night-inspector.

Turnkeys’ rooms, commanding the entrance to the central area of com-
munication. These may also be used as visiting-rooms, for prisoners to
see their friends in, a part being divided off to prevent improper com-
munication between the prisoner and visitor.

l. Principal or Ground Floor of the CENTRAL BUILDING, containing five apart-

m.

n.

ments for the use of the governor and other officers. The matron to
occupy the apartment in the rear. These rooms command inspection
into the prisoners’ day-wards, which are placed opposite: they also
command inspection over the airing-courts, and the boundaries of the
prison beyond the courts. This floor of the central building should be
raised four or five feet above the floor of the prisoners’ buildings, to en-
able the officers to look down upon the prisoners without being observed.

Central staircase, and connecting passages.

Sunk passage, or area below, leading to the general kitchen and store-
rooms for provisions, which are intended to be in the Basement story,
being sunk about four feet below the surface. This passage may be used
for the conveyance of prisoners to and from the different classes, to

, screen them from the view of other prisoners. For this purpose a wall

should be raised round the area, about two feet above the surface of the
central road, with steps opposite the prisoners’ departments.

* This design may also be appropriated to the Gaol and House of Correction where they
are united and placed under the superintendence of the same governor, provided the classi-
fication is not required to extend beyond twelve separate divisions,
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Central road, for communication with the several build.i:;lgu and courts
occupied by the prisoners; to be accessible only to the officers.

Prisoners Day-wards : a part of these may be railed off and used as
work-rooms, (according to the i{]mce required,) the divisions bei
constructed so as not to impede the inspection of the interior from the
central building. The length of the day-rooms or work-rooms may be
increased, by reducing the number of cells behind the same.

The two buildings nearest the entrance contain several rooms of
larger dimensions than the cells, which are intended for the accommo-
dation of debtors, or state prisoners, in a i:ol: but in a house of correc-
tion, or penitentiary, these buildings may be arranged as the others.

. Staircases to the upper stories of the prisoners’ buildings.

. Passages.

Cells for prisoners to work in solitary confinement.

Washing-places; fitted up with cisterns and sinks.

. Privies, for the class in each airing-court.

. Prisoners airing-courts ; to be inclosed with lofty iron railing at each

end, in order to secure a free circulation of air through the interior, and
to admit of complete inspection over the courts, and ground in the rear,
from the central station of the officers.

. Wash-house : a detached building, in which the female prisoners are to be

employed ; with a drying-ground in the rear.

As the proportion of female prisoners will probably be small, it
is designedp that the women should be placed in the semi-building on
each side of the wash-house. By this arrangement, the female depart-
ment will be most effectually secured from communication with the
part occupied by the male prisoners: the women ought to be placed
under the exclusive control of the matron, or female officer, who is in-
tended to occupy the apartment in the rear of the central building, which
commands inspection into the womens’ wards and courts. A wall or
screen must be placed across each side of the central road at this part.

Covered shed-buildings, containing the ¢read-wheels, to be placed in the

airing-courts of such classes of convicted prisoners as are to be kept at
hard labour, where they will be under inspection by the officers.

The power arising from the operation of the tread-wheels is to be com-
municated to the mill-machinery, (in a detached building,) by means of
connecting shafts or spindles o?'iron, passing in small brick tubes below
the surface of the ground.

z 1. Mill-house. A detached building, to contain the machinery for grinding

corn, dressing flour, &c. by the power arising from the prisoners’ labour
when working at the tread-wheels. Contiguous to this building is the
bakehouse, with oven, &c. for making bread for the supply of the esta-
blishment.

A well should be sunk near this building, and the water raised by pump
machinery, connected with the main shaft of the tread-wheels, into a
reservoir to be placed over the mill-house, from whence the water may
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be distributed through 'Eipes', to supply the several departments of the
prison, and to cleanse the sewers, privy-drains, &c.

z 2. Hospital or Sick-wards. A detached building, to contain separate apart»
ments for males and females, with a small room for the nurse or attend-
ant; also separate airing-yards for convalescents, inclosed with iron
railing next the boundary wall. )

PraN or THE UpPPER STORY.

a. Reception night-cells, for male prisoners who have net undergone the
necessary examination and cleansing, previous to their being placed in
the regular wards.

b. Similar reception-cells for female prisoners.
¢. Store-rooms for clothing, &c.

The central building is intended to have a mezzanine or middle story,
between the ground-floor and the chapel-floor, (Vide the section) to con-
tain sleeping-rooms for the governor and other officers.

d. The CHAPEL, to be divided into compartments, by partitions or screens
about six feet high, to prevent prisoners of different classes from seeing
each other, or conversing together.

e. Pulpit:—a small room behind the same to be appropriated for the use of
the chaplain. ‘

Pews for the governor and his officers, to ﬁe elevated so that they may
have a perfect view of all the prisoners.

g. Central staircase from the house, for the use of the officers, chaplain, &c.
k. Sittings for visitors.

i. Covered passage or gallery, from which each class of prisoners will enter
the chapel by a separate doorway.

k. Iron bridge-ways, fixed across from the cell-galleries of the prisoners’
buildings.

1. Sleeping-Cells,—a separate one for each prisoner*. The dimensions of
each cell to be eight feet by five feet, and nine feet high in the clear;
with a flat ceiling formed of stone, or cast-iron plating and brick floor.
The cell windows to be placed close to the ceiling, to prevent the prisoners
from looking downwargs or conversing through them. , -

The large cells at the ends of the passages may be aused for the solitary
confinement of hardened or refractory prisoners. In this case lobbies

* In those parts of the two rear-buildings which are intended to be occupied by the women,
it is requisite that day-rooms should be made on the upper story, next the centre, (as shown
in the plan,) in case the number or description of femng: prisoners should require them to
be divided into four or more classes. This circumstance, it is considered, will but seldom
occur when the prison is occupied distinctly as a Gaol, or as a House of Correction. In cases
where the two Establishments are combined, it may be necessary to appropriate the
v:hol'tiai of the two buildings in the rear for the women, in order to obtain a more extended
classification, :
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should be formed between the cells and passages, to prevent commu-
nication with the other prisoners.

m. Staircases.

n. Passages.

o. Sleeping-rooms of larger dimensions, for debtors or state prisoners.

. Rooms over the mill-house and bakehouse, for storing flour, wood, &c.

. Upper story of the hospital or sick-wards, containing separate apart-
7 mr:alr)lts for l.ny;ales and females, with attendant’s room. C

The first and second story of the prisoners’ buildings are intended to
be similar to that which is shown in dl:e plan; but the bridge-ways across
to the chapel will be fixed on the upper story only, as shown in the
section,

The site of ground to be occupied by the prison and grounds is in-
tended to comprise about three acres; to be inclosed with a boundary
wall about 22 feet high above the surface.

ELEvaTION AND SECTION.—In this plate s shown the front of one of
the radiating buildings, as seen from the airing-courts; also a section of
the same (on the other side) with the divisions of the cells, floors, &c.
The section of the central building shows the several stories; the di-
vision of the chapel, and staircase up to the same; the bridge-ways
across from the prisoners’ buildings to the chapel ; also the sunk area
round the basement story, &c.



Description of the Design for a Gaol, or House of Correction,
to contain Fifty Prisoners.

Grounp Pranw.

a. Entrance gateway and arched lobby.
b. Gatekeeper’s room.
¢. Office, for examining prisoners in, at their admission.

d. Reception-room for male prisoners ; to be fitted up with bath, and cop-
per, and oven for fumigating the prisoners’ clothes.

e.. Reception-room for female prisoners; to be fitted up with bath, and cop-
per, and troughs for washing linen.

/- Staircases, leading to reception night-cells over these rooms.
&- Inclosed court or passage leading to the central building, &c.

k. Sunk passage, or area, leading to the Basement story of the central
building, which is intended to contain the general kitchen and store-
rooms for provisions. The area to be archege over where it passes un-
der the three wing buildings. Steps to be made from the sunk passage,
opposite each airing-court. ‘

i. Principal or Ground Floor of the CENTRAL BuILpiNG, containing four
apartments for the use of the governor and his officers. These rooms
command inspection into the prisoners’ day-wards, to which there
will be immediate access by the doors in the connecting passages.
The officers’ apartments also command inspection over the airing-courts
and the ground in the rear. The principal floor of the central building
ought to be raised about four feet above the surface. -

k. Prisoners Day-wards; a part of which may be railed off and used as
work-rooms, according to the space required for that purpose. These
rooms are attached to the central building. On the upper story, it is
intended that an open space should be left between the buildings: this
will materially improve the means of ventilation, by forming an area
round the centre, both above and below.

1. Passages, and staircases to the upper story.
m. Cells for prisoners who are to work in solitary confinement.
n. Privies.

o. Prisoners’ Airing-courts, inclosed with iron-railing at each end, to secure-
a free circulation of air, and admit of inspection over the courts and rear
ground from the central station.
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p. Visiting lobbies, at which prisoners may see their friends, in the presence
of an officer.

q. Tread-wheels, for prisoners sentenced to hard labour.

7. Mill-house, to contain machinery for grinding corn, &c. for the service
of the prison, by the operation of the tread-wheels. A bakehouse to be
attached to this building.

PLAN oF THE UrPER STORY.

a. Reception night-cells, for prisoners who have not undilé%one the necessary
examination and cleansing, previous to being placed with the other
classes. These cells may also%e used for sick-wards, when required *.

b. Store-rooms, for clothing, &c.

c. The CuapeL; to be divided into separate compartments, by partitions
about six feet high, to prevent prisoners of different classes from seeing
each other, or conversing together.

d. Pulpit. , :
e. Pews for the officers, to be elevated so that they may see every prisoner.

J+ Covered passages, by which the classes are to enter the chapel, from their
respective cell-galleries.

g Prisoners sleeping-cells. Each cell should be eight feet by five feet, and
nine feet high.

k. Cells, for the solitary confinement of refractory prisoners.
i. Passages. '

The site of ground is intended to comprise about an acre; and to be in-
closed by a boundary wall, from 18 to 20 feet in height above the surface.

ELevarioN; showing the front of the centre building, and the prisoners’
buildings on each side; with the basement of the centre building, &c.

* The number of prisoners being small, it was not considered necessary to provide a se-
parate building for the infirmary, or sick-wards. .



Designs, on principles of improved construction, which may be adapted
to Prisons of various descriptions.

Having exemplified the general principles which are necessary to be re-
garded in the construction of a good prison, it is now proposed to offer
some additional remarks, which may assist in the arrangement of prison de-
signs on different scales of capacity.

The cases in which it may be required to alter or accommodate the designs
already described, will arise principally from the variety of classes to be
provided for, and whether the prison be intended for a Common Gaol,
House of Correction, or Penitentiary. To render these observations prac-
tically useful, it has been again found necessary to introduce several diagrams,
or outline plans*.

For a small Borough Gaol, House of Correction, or local Prison, used
only for temporary confinement before trial, wherein the average number
of prisoners may not exceed thirty or forty, it is considered that two wing-
buildings (a, ¢) connected with a central building (3,) to contain the keeper’s
residence, will afford suitable accommodation. e wings or side-buildings,
for the prisoners, should be divided from end to end by a middle wall: each
semi-building ought to have a separate airing-court (c) connected with it,
agreeably to the %ollowing diagram. -

L 3 : ) " 4 (]

Scale. 0 50 100 150 200 250 Feet.

This arrangement will provide for the separate confinement of four classes
of prisoners; viz. felons, and misdemeanants ;—the males and females being

. * These diagrams have been projected to the same scale as those in the preceding pages ;
in order to show, by comparison, the space comprised in each plan, and the arrangements
which are proposed for altering or extending the form of the buildings, &c.
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Outline of the plan of construction, alluded to in the ““ Proposal for
a new and less expensive mode of employing and reforming Con-
victs;” By Jeremy Bentham, Esq.

[Printed in the Appendix to the Pﬁrliamentary Report of the Committee *, on the laws
relating to penitentiary houses : May, 1811 .]

“Tar building circular—an iron cage, glazed—a glass lantern, about the size of
Ranelagh—the prisoners, in their cells, occupying the circumference—the officers,
governors, (chaplain, surgeon, &c.) the centre.” -

“ By blinds and other contrivances, the inspectors concealed (except in as far as they
think fit to show themselves) from the observation of the prisoners : hence the senti-
ment of a sort of invisible omnipresence. The whole circuit reviewable with little, or
if necessary, without any change of place. One station in the inspection part afford-
ing the most perfect view of every cell, and every part of every cell, unless where a.
screen is thought fit occasionally and purposely to be interposed.”

“¢ Against fire (if under a system of constant and universal inspection, any such acci-
dent could be to be apprehended), a pipe, terminating in a flexible hole, for bringing
the water down into the central inspection-rooms, from a cistern of a height sufficient
to force it up again by its own pressure, on the mere turning of a cock, and spread it -
thus over any part within the building.”

“ For visitors at the time of divine service, an annular gallery, rising from a floor laid
immediately on the ceiling of the central inspection-room, and disclosed to view by
the descent of a central dome, the superior surface of which, serves, after descent, for
the reception of ministers, clerk, and a select part of the auditory : the prisoners all
round, brought forward, within perfect view and hearing of the ministers, to the front
of their respective cells.”

““ Solitude, or limited seclusion, ad libitum. But, unless for punishment, limited
seclusion in assorted companies, is preferred :—an arrangement upon this plan alone
exempt from danger. The degree of seclusion fixed upon, may be preserved in all
places, and at all times, inviolate. Hitherto, where solitude has been aimed at, some
of its chief purposes have been frustrated by occasional associations.”

““ The approach, one only—gates opening into a walled avenue cut through the area.
Hence no strangers near the building without leave, not without being surveyed from
it as they pass, nor without being known to come on purpose. The gates of open
work, to expose hostile mobs ; on the other side of the road, a wall with a branch of
the road behind, to shelter peaceable passengers from the fire of the building. A mode
of fortification like this, if practicable in a city, would have saved the London prisons,
and prevented the unpopular accidents in St. George's Fields.” :

‘¢ The surrounding wall itself surrounded by an open palisade, whichserves as a fence
to the grounds on the other side; except on the side of the approach, no public
path by that fence. A sentinel’s walk between, on which no one else can set foot,
without forcing the fence, and declaring himself a trespasser at least, if not an enemy.
To the four walls, four such walks flanking and crossing each other at the ends. Thus
each sentinel has two to check him.”

* The Report of the Committee does not contain any plan of the Panopticon prison here
described; but it is stated that models of the proposed building were exhibited by
Mr. Bentham. .

Mr. Bentham’s other writings on this subject consist of “PanopricoN: Postscript:
Part 1, 2, and 3; containing further particulars and alterations, relative to the plan of
construction originally proposed for a Penitentiary-house, &c.”” This work was printed in
1791.—Also “ Panopticon; or a Memoir on the Construction of Houses of Inspection,
Workhouses, &c.” inserted in the third volume of “ Traités de Legislation.”—The original
Memoir was sent by the author, in 1791, to M. Garran, of Coulon, Member of the Legis-
lative Assembly. .

+ Mr. Bentham’s “ Proposal” was first submitted to His Majesty’s Government in the
year 1790.

F



66

General Directions to be observed in the Arrangement
and Construction of Prisons, &c.

Extracted from an Act (4 Geo. 4. cap. 64,) for Consolidating
and Amending the Laws relating to the Building, Repairing,
and Regulating of certain Gaols and Houses of Correction, in
England, and Wales*. (10th July 1823.)

Plans to pro- “ Sect. 49.—And be it further enacted, That in the altering, en-
vide for the  larging, repairing, building, or rebuilding of any Gaol or House of Cor-

m‘y’;::l'g' rection under this Act, the Justices shall adopt such plans as shall afford
im:’i’on’ em. the most effectual means for the security, classification, health, inspec-

ployment, and tion, employment, and religious and moral instruction of the irisoners —

instruction of  The building shall be so constructed or applied, and the keeper’s and

prisoners. officers’ apartments so situated, as may best ensure the safety of the
prison, and facilitate the control and superintendence of those committed
thereto :—

Distinct wards ~ Distinct wards, and dry and airy cells shall be provided, in which pri-
for the several soners of the several descriptions and classes herein-after enumerated,
may be respectively.confined ;
Males and fe- nd it shall be considered as a primary and invariable rule, that the
malestobe  male prisoners shall in all cases be separated from the female, so as to
prevent any communication between them :—
Provision shall be made for the separation of prisoners into the follow-
ing classes:
Description of  1f 8 Gaov;
classesforgaols. ~ First. Debtors, and persons confined for contempt of court, on civil
process, '
Secondly. Prisoners convicted of felony.
Thirdly. Those convicted upon trial of misdemeanors.
Fourthly. Those committed on charge or suspicion of felony.
Fifthly. Those committed on charge of misdemeanors, or for want of

sureties.
Classes for If a House or CorxrEcTiON ;
houses of cor-  First. Prisoners convicted of felony.
Fection, Secondly. Prisoners convicted upon trial of misdemeanors.

Thirdly. Those committed on charge or suspicion of felony.

* Sect. 2—From and after the commencement of this Act, there shall be
maintained, at the expense of every county in England and Wales, one com-
mon gaol ; and at the expense of every county not divided into ridi::fs, or di-
visions, and of every riding or division of a county (having several and distinct
commissions of the e, or several or distinct rates, in the nature of county
rates, applicable by law to the maintenance of a prison for such division,) in
England and Wales, at least one house of correction ; and one gaol, and one
house of correction shall be maintained in the several cities, towns, and places
mentioned in the schedule marked (A), annexed to this Act. =~

ScrEpuLs (A.)

List of Districts, Cities, Towns, and Places, in England and Wales, to which
this Act shall extend, in addition to counties at large.

Bristol. Kingston-upon-Hull. - Norwich.
Canterbury. Leicester.. Nottingham.
Chester. Lichfield. Portsmouth.
Coventry. Lincoln. ‘Worcester.
Exeter. Liverpool. York,

Gloucester. Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
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Male prisoners.  The male prisoners shall be divided into five classes.
First. Debtors, and persons committed for contempt of court on civil
rocess.
d Second and Third. Prisoners convicted, who may be put into either of
these classes; as to the visiting magistrates may seem meet, reference
being had to the character and conduct of the prisoners, and the nature
of their offence.

Fourth and Fifth. Prisoners committed for trial, who may also be put
into either of these two classes, as to the visiting magistrates may seem
meet, reference being had in like manner to the character and conduct of
the prisoners, and the nature of their offence.

Female pri- The female prisoners shall be divided at least into three classes.
somers. . First. Debtors, and persons committed for contempt of court on civil
process. .

Second. Prisoners convicted.

Third. Prisoners committed for trial.

Houses of cor- . In all such Housrs or CorrectioN the male and female prisoners
rection. shall also be confined in separate wards or parts of the house.
Male prisoners.  The male prisoners shall be divided into five classes.

" First and Second. Prisoners convicted, who may be put into either of
such classes, as to the visiting magistrates may seem meet, regard
being had to the character and conduct of the prisoners, and the nature
of their offence.

Third and Fourth. Prisoners committed for trial, in all houses of cor-
rection where such prisoners are received ; such prisoners may be put
into either of these classes, as to the visiting magistrates may seem meet,
regard being had, as already mentioned, to the character and conduct of
the Prisoner, and the nature of his offence.

Fifth. Vagrants.

GaolandHouse In places where the GaoL and HousE or CorRrEcTION are united, the
of Correction. mgle prisoners shall be divided into six classes at least.
Male prisoners.  First, Debtors, and prisoners committed for contempt of court on civil
rocess. :
P Second and Third. Convicted prisoners.

Fourth and Fifth. Those committed for trial ; such prisoners to be as-
signed to either of these classes of prisoners convicted or committed re-
spectively, as to the visiting magistrates shall seem meet, regard being
always had to the character and conduct of the prisoners, and the nature
of their offence.

Sixth. Vagrants.

Housesof Cor-  The female prisoners, in each of such Houses of Correction, shall be di- .
m; i vided into three classes. L
sonems. T First and Second. Prisoners convicted ; the prisoners to be put into
either of such classes, as to the visiting magistrates shall seem meet,
r?ard being had to their character and conduct, and the nature of their
offence.
Vagrants shall be assigned to one or the other of these classes, as the
visiting magistrates, in their discretion, may see meet.
Third. Where females are committed to any House of Correction
before trial, they shall be kept in a class by themselves,”
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The County House of Correction at Exeter, erected about 1807, was built on a
similar plan ; except that the three wing-buildings were not connected with the centre,
an open area being formed round it ;—as is shown by the annexed diagram.

The governor's house occupies the central station.
The wing-buildings are divided by middle walls, so as
effectually to separate the two classes in each building.
There are 72 separate slee it;f-cells. There is a sur-
rounding passage-way, and also some detached work-
shops behind ; but the latter are not shown in the dia- @

. Tread-wheels have recently been placed in the
our airing-courts in the rear; and the prisoners work at J L
%

them under inspection from the officers’ apartments in
the centre.

In the Gaol and Bridewell for the City of Exeter, the wings are attached to the
central building, which contains the keeper’s apartments, and from which there is
inspection over the prisoners’ airing-courts.

The House of Correction for the City of York is on the ‘same principle. From the
governor’s room the surrounding airing-yards are completely inspected : the prisoners’
day-wards are also readily accessible. ‘

The modern part of the County House of Correction at Southwell, Nottinghamshire,
is on a similar plan to that of Exeter : it was erected in 1808 *.

This mode of arrangement, with subsequent improvements, presents many advan-
tages to recommend its adoption for a small prison, or where extensive classification is
not required. When the three wing-buildings adjoin the central building, the internal
inspection of the prisoners’ day-rooms can be rendered very complete, by the intro-
duction of loop-holes, or small windows, in the walls of the officers’ apartments : im-
meltll;ate access to the prisoners’ rooms cap also be obtained, without passing out of the
building.

* The other part of this prison, which is in the rear, was built some years previous : it is on
the polygonal form, (similar to Chester gaol,) having five airing-courts under inspection
from the central apartments.

THE END.

Richard Taylor, Printer, Shoe Lane, London.
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The object of this Institution is to extend those principles, and promote those designs, to establish
which the exalted and unwearied labours of the illustrious Howarp were so powerfully directed.
, The Society ascertains and recommends those plans for the regulation of prisons, which experience
has proved best calculated to inspire the Criminal with the dread of imprisonment, and induce him,
on his liberation, to abandon his guilty habits, The Society collects and transmits information,
prints and circulates publications, and prepares such designs for the erection of new and alteration
of old prisons, as are adapted to ensure the classification, inspection, religious instruction, hard
labour, and regular employrent of the Criminal.

In the course of their visits to the gaols in the metropolis, the Committee frequently meet with
young persons, of both sexes, who, on their.discha.rge from confinement, are in a state of extreme
destitution, and literally know not where to lay their heads. Itis the practice of the Society to
assist such friendless objects of compassion; and in order to render the relief thus afforded, effi-
cacious, a Temporary Refuge has been established for such as are disposed to abandon their evil
courses, This asylum has been instrumental in rescuing from vice and misery many, who but for
this seasonable aid, must have resorted to criminal practices for support. In this establishment, the
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inmates are instructed in moral and religious duties, subjected to habits of order and industry, and
after a time, are provided with situations, with a reasonable prospect of becoming honest and useful
members of Society.

To extend these objects, and to render the exertions of the Society more widely beneficial, the
Committee solicit the aid of Public Benevolence. Their expenses are unavoidably serious, and
their funds are at present very low ; but it is trusted that pecuniary support will not be withheld,
when it is considered, that on the liberality with which this appeal is answered, depends, in a great

4mea-ue, the success of the Society’s objects——the prevention of Crime, and the reformation of the
Guilty.

Communications to the Society are requested to be addressed to the Chairman of the Committee,
or to the Treasurer, at the Office of the Society, 18, Aldermanbury.

An Annual Subscription of One Guines, or a Donation of £10 10s. constitutes a Member of

Donations and Annual Subscriptions are received by the following Bul;kers :=—Barclay, Tritton,
and Co. Lombard Street; Barnetts, Hoare, and Co. Lombard Street; Drummonds and Co,
Charing Cross ; I"rys and Co. St. Mildred’s Court; Goslings and Co. Fleet Street; Hammersleys
and Co. Pall Mall; Smith, Payne, and Smith, Lombard Street; and also at the Society’s Office.



ERRATUM.
Page 37, Line 16, for * surrounded” read ¢ surmounted.”














